
Day 3:  Sunday, August 18, 1912 
 

 

`Abdu’l-Bahá at Green Acre 
 
Mahmúd writes: 
It was a rainy day. The Master was occupied until noon counseling the friends to devote their time  
in teaching the Cause of God and advising them not to interfere in the affairs of the Green Acre  
Fellowship. Lunch was prepared by Mrs. Kinney. `Abdu’l-Bahá said: “A little soup would have  
sufficed me. A variety of foods makes me ill.” 
In the afternoon `Abdu’l-Bahá gave an impressive talk to a gathering of liberal-minded visitors  
concerning the renewal of religious laws and the oneness of the Manifestations of God. A 
wonderful impression was produced on the whole audience as His melodious voice rang with 
majestic tones, moving the chairman of the conference to tears. As the Master was offering a 
prayer, one lady stood up and then fainted. When she regained consciousness she said that the 
power of the meeting overwhelmed her. It seemed to her that everyone in the audience was flying 
in heaven. 
When the Master left this gathering, He met some people who were singing. He said to them, “We 
listen always to your terrestrial music, now it would be well for you to give ear to our celestial 
songs.” After seeing to things in the kitchen, He came out to meet a number of the friends who had 
come to seek His advice on personal matters. He gave each His special attention. When Miss Edna 
McKinney, who had transcribed His addresses in English, came into His presence, He said to her, 
“Thou art a maidservant who in the Kingdom of God is among the near ones. I desire the 
confirmation and protection of the Abhá Kingdom for you.” He also expressed extraordinary 
kindness for Mrs. Parsons, Mrs. Goodall, Mrs. Cooper, Mrs. Krug and Miss Juliet Thompson, 
who were not present. He advised Mrs. Kinney not to wish for too rapid progress at once in the 
emancipation of women. 

 



 

Excerpts from “’Abdu’l-Bahá at Green Acre” by B.C. Woodbury 
Picture if you may, another gathering, on the afternoon of a golden summer’s day at Green Acre, 
Maine, when we were both privileged to be present on one of the few occasions when ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
made one of his public appearances in New England. The occasion was that of an address given at the 
old Eirenion at Green Acre, at Eliot, on the Piscataqua. It was Indian summer in New England, one of 
those days of days, when the iridescent haze of August presages the coming of harvest and the reaping. 
Hold quietly in mind the picture: The old wooden building, later destroyed by fire, but originally 
designed by Miss Sarah J. Farmer, the founder of Green Acre, to serve as a lecture hall and music 
chamber, now appropriately garlanded with late flowering blooms, with here and there a token of 
summer’s sad departure, and autumn’s glad return. 
Down the center aisle, enclosed on either side by the closely congregated audience, there passed, in 
dignified procession the Persian ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, followed by his English interpreters. Robed entirely in 
white vestments, and resplendent with the glory of his flowing beard, accentuating his benevolent 
aging and August manhood, moved the serene presence. As the procession reached the slightly elevated 
platform, and ‘Abdu’l-Bahá turned to address the waiting assembly, you were conscious of a hush, as 
that which presages the fading of the last lamp of the night, and the advent of the Star of the Morning. 
Verily, it was as though the voice of God Himself were about to issue forth from the mouth of His 
servant. 
Nor was this omen unfulfilled; for this address of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was one of the supreme deliveries 
uttered by this Dispenser of God’s message to his international brethren in America. It was, indeed, a 
superlative moment—a momentous occasion, and one never to be forgotten. For here Mohamet had 
come to the Mountain—the Mount of God’s Holiness; and words of prophetic import came forth that 
day. 
Looking back upon it this was a day to be remembered, for there were Prophets in those days; and 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá had come to the place of attainment—the City of Certitude. And here we may well recall 
the words of Bahá’u’lláh. . . .  

 
On one occasion, I with a few other friends were sitting with Him on the west end of the Inn's porch, 
as an interlude in our conversation a young girl of seven or eight, a daughter of a Mrs. Morse of 
Boston, danced a fancy dance for Him to which He applauded, then turning to Mr. Remey, who was 
with us, said, "Mr. Remey likes to dance, won't he and Mrs. Stancill dance for me?"  Nothing more 
incongruous could be imagined than this little stout old lady trying to keep step with Mr. Remey. I 
tried it a few times.  - - - Edith Inglis  



 

 

 

Glimpse of Green Acre at the time of visit of ’Abdu’l-Bahá  by Harlan F. Ober     
In ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s addresses of which we have record and in His private talks with many individuals, 
He raised the call of the Kingdom of Abhá. His talks dealt with reality and gave a new direction to 
Green Acre. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá talked of means of acquiring knowledge, there being four criterions or 
standards of judgment by which the human mind reaches its conclusions. All four must be applied, 
“when we apply but one test there are possibilities of mistake. This is self- 
evident, and manifest. . . the subject of “Love” which had been suggested, submitting it to the four 
standards of judgment and thereby reaching our conclusions. . . .” 

Questions:  

1. What was the weather like on Day 3 of His visit?  

2. What did ‘Abdu’l-Bahá advise Mrs. Kinney not to wish too hard for?  

3. What kind of songs did ‘Abdu’l-Bahá hope people would listen to?  

4. Describe the impact ‘Abdu’l-Bahá had on two individuals.  

5. Review Question: What subject did the Master apply the four criterions of judgment to (on day 1 
of His visit)?  

 

 
 


