
Day 6: Wednesday, August 21, 1912 

 

`Abdu’l-Bahá at Green Acre 

Mahmúd writes: 

During the visit of a group of Bahá’ís with the Master, a young girl came in and said, “I have come to ask 
for your assistance. Please tell me what I am fitted to do so that I may occupy myself with it.” The Master 
asked, “Do you have trust in me?” She replied, “Yes.” He then said to her, “Be a perfect Bahá’í. Associate 
with Bahá’ís. Study the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh. Then you will be assisted in whatever you undertake to 
do.” She then said, “I am a good Jewess.” The Master then said: 

“A good Jew can also become a Bahá’í. The truth of the religion of Moses and of Bahá’u’lláh is one. Turn 
toward Bahá’u’lláh and you will acquire peace and tranquillity, you will hear the melody of the Kingdom, 
you will stir people’s souls and you will attain the highest degree of perfection. Be assured of this.” When 
she heard the Master’s words she was so impressed that she threw herself at His feet and wept. 

`Abdu’l-Bahá explained some aspects of the divine philosophy and teachings to the pastor of the 
Portsmouth church. The pastor said that he had included some of these teachings in his pamphlets and 
some people had taken offence. The Master said, “Constancy in all things brings forth fruitful results.” 

Mrs. Tatum said, “I feel so dejected today. I am unhappy with myself.” The Master replied:  

This is a sign of progress. The person who is satisfied with himself is the manifestation of Satan and the 
one who is not satisfied is the manifestation of the Merciful One. An egotist does not progress but the one 
who thinks himself imperfect will seek perfection for himself and will progress. If a man has a thousand 
good qualities, he must not look at them. He must search always for his shortcomings. For example, if a 
man has a building which is well-constructed and fully decorated but which has a small crack in one of its 
walls, he will, no doubt, forget the rest and turn his whole attention to repairing that crack. Furthermore, 
the attainment of absolute perfection for a human being is impossible; thus, however much he may 
progress he is still imperfect and has above him a point higher than himself. And the instant he sees this 
point he will not be satisfied with himself. It is for this reason that when someone called Christ “Good 
Master,” He replied that there is only One who is good and that is God. 



Another lady told `Abdu’l-Bahá that she had lectured in America on universal brotherhood and unity. 
She was pleased to see the Master in America promulgating these high ideals and that she was going to 
continue to spread these teachings in the Western states of America. The Master said to her: 

We must endeavor as much as we can to exterminate spite and perversity so that people may be delivered 
from the shackles of superstition. You must serve in this way and become the cause of the unity of the 
world of men. 

He spoke in the same vein with everyone. There were two people, Dr. and Mrs. Moore, who had been 
antagonistic towards the Cause of God from the very beginning. However, they had become so attracted 
and transformed that they came into the Master’s presence with great humility and pledged themselves to 
the service of the truth. The transformation of such people is a momentous task which will produce great 
results. 

 

Kate Ives, center, at her home 

In the afternoon `Abdu’l-Bahá went by automobile to the home of Mrs. (Kate) Ives and sat next to the 
driver, which is where members of His entourage usually sit. He sat there until the party arrived. When a 
number of the friends had gathered, He went with them to the hill of Monsalvat. As soon as He arrived 
about four hundred people sang songs of praise to Him in unison. He addressed this gathering on the 
necessity of founding the school for the investigation of religions which Miss Farmer wished to establish 
on that mountain. A moving picture of this gathering was taken. 

 



The gathering was also characterized by a renewed enthusiasm, ardor and love, which seemed to draw all 
hearts. It was an auspicious day. 

He then went to Mrs. (Esther Annie) Magee’s home where He dined with a group of friends. He spoke 
to them about the proofs and evidences of the existence of God and the composition of elements 
according to the will of the Almighty.  

 

Ivy Drew Edwards 

From Green Acre on the Piscataqua:  It was during his historic visits to Monsalvat that ‘Abdu’l-Baha shared 
with Sarah and others His vision of the future of Green Acre.  There are several accounts of these visits.  Ivy 
Drew Edwards recalls: 

Julia Culver, Miss Klebs, Sarah Farmer, and I went on a carriage ride with the Master.  He said it was 
important that Sarah Famer visualize the great university her efforts had made possible.  He drove us all 
over Sunset Hill, twice pointing out certain trees to Sarah Farmer.  She seemed to understand what He was 
telling her and frequently shook her head in assent.  When we were almost at the top of the hill, ‘Abdu’l-
Baha took Miss Farmer’s hands in his and said very loudly, “This is hallowed ground made so by your 
vision and sacrifice.  Always remember this is hallowed ground which I am pointing out to you.” 

At the top of the hill, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá stopped the carriage and directed Sarah Farmer to take his hand He led 
around the area for about five minutes talking to her all the time and frequently pointing his finger in one 
direction or another. Each time, Miss Farmer would smile and shake her head. We could not tell what was 
said and Miss Farmer never told us. When they came back to the carriage, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said to all of us—
“This is where the first Bahá’i University will be built.” He extended his arms to show that the whole top 
was to be involved. Then He said, pointing to a spot in the center of the area, “This is where the second 
Bahá’i Temple in the United Sates will be raised. In reality, all this has been built and is right now ready to 
become a material reality whenever the Supreme Concourse finds mankind purified enough to bring about 
its consummation.”  



Then he turned to Miss Farmer and said, “You will be revered above all American women one fine day, you 
will see.” Then He said to all of us, “You may all be able to see this University with your own eyes if your 
prayers to do so are sincere. This will be the finest University on the planet and will draw students to it from 
all countries of the world. People will stream up and down the hill to some department in the University and 
to the Temple for prayers which shall be in the midst of it.” 

*Translation of ‘Abdu’l-Baha’s words not authoritative. 

Unfortunately we have no record of the actual words ‘Abdu’l-Baha spoke on Monsalvat.   

As He walked around the property He spoke intimately with a smaller group of the friends.  Accounts of this 
vary slightly but have many of the same details.  Alfred E. Lunt, who was present, included his own account 
in his “Report of the Secretary of the National Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of the United States and 
Canada—1931-32”’: 

We can never forget the Master’s prophetic saying, when He stood on Mount Salvat, in Green Acre, and 
definitely pointed to the spot where the second Mashriqu’l-Adhkar in America would be built, and beside it, 
the great institution of learning.  These projects, He said, were ordained matters. (46) —Alfred E. Lunt 

Ivy Drew Edwards in another reminiscence recalled: 

Those who walked around with the Master were Fannie M. Morse, Margaret Klebs, Julia Culver, Fred 
Lunt, Celia Richmond, [and myself].  He drove as far as the old well, then he dismissed the carriage.  He 
walked from there to the beach [sic] grove and offered a prayer, near a large boulder.  Then he walked 
through several fields, talking as he went, waving his hands, first to the right and then to the left, as he 
talked, returning just below where the people were gathered.  Dr. Leroy’s car was there waiting for him.  
Then he turned and asked Mr. Lunt to take a photograph, [I] was thinking about Miss Farmer’s ideals and 
visions about Monsalvat and ‘Abdu’l-Baha turned to [me] and said, “You may tell Miss Farmer that her 
visions and ideals of Monsalvat will be realized.  I do not give this as a prophecy, but a fact.”*  [I] did not 
understand the Master’s statement that was not a prophecy, but a fact, so [I] asked Jinab-i-Fadil in 1920 
when he was here about it and he explained to [me] the buildings were already erected on the plane of 
reality (that is why so many have seen them in visions through the years).  (47) —Ivy Drew Edwards        
*Translation not authoritative. 

Harry Randall also described this experience in a letter: 

He went to the top of Mt. Salvat, which is a part of the Green Acre property there, and He told us that on 
this spot a great Mashreq’ul-Azkar [sic] would be built and that the whole hill would be covered with 
institutions of learning, science, and religion, and to impress us with the importance of this Center, He said 
already it had been created and was not a prophecy alone and the Mashreq’ul-Azkar [sic] hung low over 
that place.”(48) —Harry Randall 

Even before His Green Acre visit, ‘Abdu’l-Baha had referred to the future of Monsalvat.  In a letter dated 
1907 from Ali-Kuli Khan to his wife, Florence, Khan wrote: 

Yesterday, I had another glorious Tablet from our Lord (in His own hand) about the Temple to be built 
later, on Monsalvat.  He begins by writing ‘O Thou accepted servant of God.’. . . Just think He accepts me; 
and I am very happy!  Miss Farmer has also a little Tablet thro’ me.(49) 



 

On Wednesday, August 21st at 3 o'clock ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave a talk to about 50 Baha'is and 100 non-Baha'is 
on Mount Salvat which is about 2 miles from here, and is part of the Green Acre property. There is a 
photograph of this gathering on Mount Salvat with ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the center.  —Ella Robarts 

Excerpts from Talk given by Ella Robarts August 20, 1945 at the 19 Day Feast Commemoration 

In 1911 my sister, Grace Robarts, had rented the large house opposite the entrance to Green Acre in order 
to prevent it from being taken by people who were not interested in Green Acre. My sister asked me to take 
charge of the house, which was then called Eliot House. She and Ivy Edwards had prayed very earnestly in 
this house that if ‘Abdu’l-Bahá should come to Green Acre He would come to this house. In 1912 I rented 
the rooms to several Bahá’i women. 

On Friday, August 16, 1912 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá arrived in Green Acre! One lady offered Him her home, but He 
graciously declined to accept her kindness, and took room number 16 on the third floor of the Inn. During 
His memorable visit of one week, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá addressed several large audiences, mainly in the Eirenion 
which stood where the tennis court now stands. After His first meeting, as I was hurrying up the Avenue to 
Eliot House, I suddenly saw ‘Abdu’l-Bahá quite near me and He said “Oh, are you here?” 

The next morning, as I was sitting on the verandah I saw ‘Abdu’l-Bahá coming down the steps of the white 
house on the corner of the avenue which Mr. and Mrs. Kinney occupied at that time, I did so wish that He 
would come over to the verandah and He came straight over. In no time there were 16 of us there. I said 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá, would you like some honey which I have just gotten from the country, to which He replied 
“Very good.” When He had eaten some of this honey He said to me “Do you eat honey spiritually?” and I 
said, “No, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, I am afraid I don’t.” 

A lady handed him a photograph of her little grandson, and after looking at it for a moment or two He put it 
in His pocket, which seemed to surprise her, but may He not have been blessing the child by doing so? 

One evening after His public talk ‘Abdu’l-Bahá took several of the friends up into His room. There had been 
at this time a man from the Isle of Malta who was teaching some of us about diet, but we soon found that 



‘Abdu’l-Bahá did not approve of him, and He said to me, “You must eat, you must eat meat.” Then I said 
“Oh, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá I am not fasting, but only dieting, and I feel so light that I could just fly,” and ‘Abdu’l-
Bahá arose from His chair, and said, “Yes you will fly and you will die if you do not eat.” 

 

The old well on Monsalvat 

He drove as far as the old well, then he dismissed the carriage. He walked from there to the beech grove and 
offered a prayer, near a large boulder. Then he walked through several fields, talking as he went, waving his 
hands, first to the right and then to the left, as he talked, returning just below where the people were 
gathered.   Then he turned and asked Mr. Lunt to take a photograph of them. While he was taking a 
photograph I was thinking about Miss Farmer’s ideals and visions about Monsalvat and ‘Abdu’l-Baha 
turned to me and said, “You may tell Miss Farmer that her visions and ideals of Monsalvat will be realized. I 
do not give this as a prophecy, it is already a fact.” —Ella Robarts 

 

Looking from the top of Monsalvat to the River 



Margaret Klebs Letter for the Commemoration 1935 of ’Abdu’l-Bahá’s Visit 

Beloved Bahá’i Friends, In the hour when you all assemble to celebrate the anniversary feast of our Beloved 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá—August 20th—I will be with you in spirit and my supplication and prayers will join yours in 
fervent adoration of Him who walked with Holy feet on the ground of our cherished Green Acre. In times to 
come it will arise in full splendor, fulfilling the glorious prophecies of our Blessed Master ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. 

The great genius of Sarah J. Farmer, with her unconquerable devotion and will power prepared the way for 
the appearance of our Holy Master. 

Sarah J. Farmer’s name will never be forgotten and blessed through all the ages to come. Never to be 
forgotten is the picture when the Beloved One held her in His arms driving slowly around the Green Acre 
fields. Blessed are we who could witness it—may every soul coming to this blessed spot receive a new 
inspiration, a new desire, to consecrate its life to our blessed Cause, which in its power is encircling the 
whole world. — Marsha (Margaret) Klebs, Augusta,1935 

Edith Inglis’ Account of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá dining with them at Prime House (WH) 

On the day ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave the Nineteen Day Feast at Mrs. Flynn’s house, Green Acre, which we have 
since commemorated as the Memorial Nineteen Day Feast, we knew that He was going to visit Mount 
Salvat next afternoon, which was August 21st, 1912. On that afternoon I hurried away from Mount Salvat 
to get things ready for tea and dinner for Mother (Mrs. Jonathan Magee—Esther Annie Magee) had 
previously invited ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. We occupied that summer a big house known as Prime Cottage, on a steep 
hill overlooking the Old Road in Eliot.  

Leaving Mount Salvat, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was driven in an automobile to our door, arriving about five o’clock. 
We served tea on the porch, to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, his secretaries and fourteen or fifteen guests. Then he went 
upstairs to a bedroom and lay down on a bed for a nap, which lasted until I waked him for dinner at seven. 

We had made the dining room a bower of wild flowers: woodbine, ground cedar, most of it green stuff with 
goldenrod as a relief. What a picture it was as ‘Abdu’l-Bahá sat at the head of the table, his kind 
countenance, white beard, white hair and white robe, set in a frame of native flowers! At his right hand 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá placed the young man who had ridden on the bumpers all the way from Minneapolis in his 
eagerness to see Him. There were nineteen at the table. 

Carrie Kinney (Mrs. Edward Kinney) cooked the dinner: pilau of chicken with rice, Persian style, served 
with Persian salad of lettuce, tomato, mint, onions and cucumbers. Dessert was watermelon, its pink heart in 
vivid contrast with the greenery of the table and the white figure of the host. The beverages were water and 
tea. Louise Culver and her friend Dorothy Thompson, my sister Harriet (Magee) and I waited on the table. 
As I recall, there were no speeches, but ‘Abdu’l-Bahá form time to time spoke to the young man from 
Minneapolis and the others; his remarks and their replies translated by one of his secretaries. We waitresses 
were so busy, bringing in dishes and carrying out plates, etc., that I have no recollection of what was said. 

At eight o’clock all left the table and entered the living room, where many people from Green Acre Inn and 
the neighboring townspeople had assembled to meet ‘Abdu’l-Bahá and hear Him. We were so busy clearing 
away the dinner table that I don’t recall what He said, though I suppose you have his words in another 
record. The room was crowded. 

About ten o’clock the cars were driven from the door down to the Old Road, for safe going, since the 
descent was rocky and rutted. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá walked down the two flights of steep stairway to the road 
leaning on the arm of my husband (William O. Inglis), with whom he shook hands, American fashion, in 
saying goodbye. 



Before entering the automobile, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave us all his blessing; then went on his way to Green Acre 
Inn. In those days the land was clear and one had a beautiful view of the Great Bay and river leading into it, 
many of the Eliot Townspeople attended this meeting. After the meeting ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, the Persians and a 
few of the friends went to our house, known as the Prime House situated on the Old Road. My mother, Mrs. 
Magee and I were occupying it that summer. After tea was served ‘Abdu’l-Bahá retired to a bedroom 
upstairs to rest until dinner which we were giving that evening. A couple of my sister’s friends—Louise 
Culver, and Dorothy Carson, were visiting us and we earlier in the day gathered great quantities of fern, 
trailing vines and flowers to decorate the dining room. Carrie Kinney who was familiar with Persian 
cooking, supervised the preparations for the meal. Finally when all was ready, I asked one of the Persians if 
he would announce dinner to ‘Abdu’l-Bahá. He said, “I’ll tell you what to say and you go up.” All right, I 
said and repeated the phrase over and over on my way upstairs. Upon entering the room I spoke my piece 
whereupon ‘Abdu’l-Bahá sat on the side of the bed and rocked with laughter—What had happened? Had I 
lost the pronunciation or had the Persian played a joke on me, I never did find out. 

After dinner a meeting was held at the house—‘Abdu’l-Bahá speaking, after which he departed for the Inn. 
Thus ended a perfect and full day. 

I remember seeing dear Miss Farmer driving in a car to her old home, Bittersweet, there ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave 
a talk to friends who had gathered there. Miss Farmer had been brought over from Portsmouth where she 
was living in a nursing home or sanitarium. An interesting visitor to Green Acre this time was a young man 
from St. Paul, Minn. Albert Hall, a lawyer of that city had become interested in him. He had been in trouble 
and served a prison term. Mr. Hall taught him the Faith and when this young man heard that ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
was in Green Acre he determined to see Him and being poor, rode the bumpers of trains from the West. A 
good friend outfitted him in fresh clothes. 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá bestowed much interest and attention upon him—Perhaps there are many other incidents  
I might relate but you will hear from others, God bless you all and be ever thankful for coming into  
the Faith—it is the light of the World for this day  
and age. —Edith Inglis 

He walked over to the bureau and gave me some bread which a friend had brought to Him and said “Eat 
this.” I began sharing it with the friends as we were filing out of His room. My sister was directly behind me 
and whispered (half aloud) “Ella, did you not hear ‘Abdu’l-Bahá tell you to eat it?” I ate every crumb of it by 
degrees! 

At this time Miss Farmer was ill in a sanitarium in Portsmouth, but was driven up to Green Acre to see 
‘Abdu’l-Bahá for a few moments, and we can imagine how happy this little visit made her feel! 

One night we were just shutting up Eliot House when a young man arrived at the door, and asked if there 
was a Persian staying here. I did not think of him meaning ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, and said, “No!” He looked a little 
like a tramp, so I advised him to go over to Mr. Kinney and he could answer his questions as to whether or 
not Mr. MacNutt or a Mr. Lunt was here. Which he did, and Mason Remey took him into his room where 
he could bathe himself for he had come all the way from Minneapolis partly by train but chiefly on the rails 
of a freight train. This man was so determined to see ‘Abdu’l-Bahá that he took this unusual trip as it was the 
only possible one for him at that time. How many have paid such a price for the privilege of coming into the 
presence of the Center of the Covenant!! 

When He arrived at the Inn ‘Abdu’l-Bahá welcomed him with open arms and made him His guest at the Inn, 
and later paid his railway fare back to his home. This young man soon became a Bahá’i and is now an active 
worker in the Cause. 



‘Abdu’l-Bahá told Mrs. Kinney to tell me that He would give a Feast in our house on Tuesday afternoon at 
three o’clock. The weather was perfect and there were about 100 people on the verandah and on the lawn, 
and even across the road. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave us a beautiful talk which you are to hear read this afternoon. 
This Feast today is in commemoration of that Feast, the Feast of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá! 

On Wednesday, August 21 at 3 o’clock ‘Abdu’l-Bahá gave a talk to about 50 Bahá’is and 100 non-Bahá’is on 
Mount Salvat which is about 2 miles from here, and is part of the Green Acre property. There is a 
photograph of this gathering on Mount Salvat with ‘Abdu’l-Bahá in the center, here in the Ole Bull Library, 
which we can see before leaving this gathering. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá told us there would some day be a Bahá’i 
University on Mount Salvat. 

Louise Thompson’s diary at Eliot, Maine    July 28,1962 

‘Abdu’l-Bahá spoke under the Pines (Lysekloster) on Non Essentials, Nature as contrasted with 
Phenomenal beings. He drew a great distinction between the activities by which man satisfies a want or 
alleviates a discomfort and those activities which bring enjoyment to themselves. 

He pointed out the satisfaction of animal needs has no enduring and eternal quality about it. He said when a 
man is thirsty he drinks water, when he is hungry he eats food but if a man be not thirsty drinking water 
gives him no pleasure and if his hunger is already satisfied food is distasteful to him. He said, this is not so 
with spiritual enjoyment. Spiritual enjoyments always bring maximum joy. The love of God brings endless 
happiness. These are joys in themselves and not elevations. The life of the animal is more simple than that of 
man. Animals have all their needs satisfied for them. All the grains of the meadow are free to them. The birds 
build their nests in the branches of trees and the palaces of Kings are not so beautiful. If earthly needs were 
all then the animals are better supplied than man. Man has another food, the heavenly manna of the 
Knowledge of God. All the Divine Prophets and Manifestations appeared in this world that this heavenly 
manna might be given to man. This is the food which fosters spiritual growth and strength and causes pure 
illumination in the souls of men. They become filled with the breaths of the Holy Spirit. They receive 
knowledge of God in those virtues which belong to the world of humanity. They attain to the very image of 
God. What greater joy is there than this? When they invoke God’s favor at the Divine Threshold their minds 
become open they enter into spiritual fullness and make discoveries. By this he enjoys ecstasies of the spirit 
and sees the world illumined. They are endowed with insight; they become in full tune with the bounties of 
God and see them face to face acquiring in themselves the virtues of the Manifestations. Thus it is that man 
shall attain to the uttermost of the Holy Ones and the saints. 

If man could not attain to this illumination and these bounties the animal world would be better than he, for 
it is not deficient in anything. When man is deprived of the illumination of God he feels a lack and a 
shortcoming on his part. 

God created in us a divine holy spirit, the human spirit with its intellectual powers which are above the 
powers of nature. By this he enjoys ecstasies of the spirit and sees the world illumined. The tree and the 
stone have not this power. They have no mind or soul, therefore they are excused. This power gives man 
effectual control over nature. He is enabled to discover reality and bring invisible things into the visible 
enabling him to render effective the Will of God and give it material station. This is what was meant by His 
Holiness Bahá’u’lláh when He said: 

Verily WE have created thee rich, why have ye made yourselves poor.” And Christ, when He said, “The 
Father is in Me and I in you.” It was this power that through Bahá’u’lláh said, “Noble have I made thee, 
wherewith dost thou abase thyself.” This power distinguished you above all other creatures, why do you 
devote it only to your material condition. This great gift should be used for the acquisition and manifestation 
of the bounties of God, that you may be established in the Kingdom of God among men and attain to 
happiness in both worlds, the visible and invisible. 



Questions: (you may not know the answers from the text, but you can guess!) 

1. Monsalvat (also written Mt. Salvat and called Sunset Hill) is  
a. Near the Inn on the main property of Green Acre 
b. A distance of about two and a half miles from the main campus, past the Eliot library and near 

some tennis courts 
 

2. According to some eye-witness accounts, ‘Abdu’l-Bahá said that in the future Monsalvat  
a. Would be the site of a large sporting arena 
b. Would be the site of more housing for Green Acre guests 
c. Would be the site of a Bahá’í Temple and University 
d. Would be the site of a dance hall and restaurant 

 
3. Among the houses He visited on August 21 was that of  

a. Horace Holley, who lived in Winterhill, near Monsalvat 
b. Stanwood Cobb, who lived near the Inn 
c. Kate Ives, the first American woman to be a Bahá’í and first Eliot archivist  
d. Louis and Louisa Gregory, who lived across the road from the Green Acre entrance 

 
4. When Mrs. Tatum said, “I feel so dejected today. I am unhappy with myself.” The Master replied:   

a.  This is a sign of progress. 
b. Eat this apple and you will never be dejected again.  
c. Be happy. I want you to be happy.  
d. Go talk to Sarah Farmer; she will cheer you up.  

 
5. A photo was taken on Monsalvat with ___ believers. Mahmúd said the day was ___. 

a. A few; very pleasant. 
b. Many; auspicious.  
c. A dozen or so who had walked with him on the property; remarkable.  
d. Four; one of the best days so far in America.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 


